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UM TO HOST MATH CONFERENCE OCT. 2-4 
MISSOULA ~
The University of Montana will host the Mathematical Gateways Conference for Funded 
Mathematics Curriculum Projects K-12 from Oct. 2 to 4.
The event, which will take place in Room 360 A of the University Center, is sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation.
The foundation has distributed 13 grants nationwide to improve mathematics instruction in 
elementary, middle and secondary schools. Directors of each NSF-funded curriculum project and the 
head of a 14th project not funded by the foundation will attend the conference.
Montana landed two of the NSF grants: the Six Through Eight Mathematics Project, based at 
UM, and the Systemic Initiative for Montana Mathematics and Sciences, in which UM plays a leading 
role.
UM mathematics Professor Rick Billstein, who heads the STEM Project, directed the $43,420 
grant that made the conference possible.
"For these curriculum projects to function more effectively, project personnel need to 
communicate with one another and build on materials developed for students by other projects," he 
says. During the conference, he says, project directors will work toward compatibility rather than 
competitiveness and discuss topics such as assessment and evaluation, parental involvement, 
multicultural approaches and the role of publishers.
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The new mathematics curricula will start appearing in the next several years, with most of the 
projects scheduled to be in place in about live years, Billstein says.
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